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THE PLANTING

Through good planting the landscape designer can relate the
house and grounds so that they become an organic unit. Since the
effect of the lot and house from any point should be thought of as
a picture, it is well to enclose most of it with a frame of hedges and
shrubs. Trees higher than the house form a sky line which gra-
ciously eases the angular roof line of the house into the landscape.
Open lawn areas permit proper views of the house and increase
unity by repeating horizontally the flat planes of the building.

A careful study must be made of any house before landscaping
plans for it are made. Each house is an individual problem, and
no ready-made formula can be applied to its requirements. Any
house limits the planting to definite expressiveness, forms, lines,
textures, and colors.

A formal house needs formal grounds with clipped hedges and
conventional vistas; a quaint vine-covered cottage should have a
profusion of old-fashioned flowers and possibly winding walks
and an arbor.

The mass or form of the planting should usually be designed to
repeat the general lines and proportions of the house in order to
unify the two. Sometimes high points in the planting are used to
repeat some fine roof line or to provide contrast where it is needed.

The type of balance found in the architecture, too, should up-
ally be repeated in the planting. Plant masses can also be used
to improve architectural balance. If a front entrance door is lo-
cated toward one end of the fagade with a large expanse of wall
on one side of it and a narrow expanse on the other, trees might
well be planted beyond the narrow side as far as necessary to make
the front door the center of the total final mass of house and trees.

Plant masses can also be used to improve the appearance of houses
which are badly proportioned. A house that is too tall and narrow
needs a high, solid foundation planting with tall, spreading, ex-
tended corner planting and tall trees near it. A house that is too
flat should have some tall, slender plants in front of it to cut the
horizontal lines, corner planting in front of the ends of the house,
and rounded trees behind it.